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AGENDA WORKSHEET

Consent    Regular Meeting Date: November 4, 2014
Time Needed: 10 minutes
Contact Person/Department: Michael Perry, County Librarian   
Address:  719 4th Street, Yreka CA 
Phone Number: 530-841-4178 

Person(s) Appearing & Title: Michael Perry, County Librarian

Subject/Summary of Issue 
Reconfirm County of Siskiyou's participation in the North State Cooperative Library System (NorthNet Consortia) .  Original 
membership began in 1968 (see attached Resolution). Unfortunately, Exhibit A which defines the Plan of Service of the 
consortia is unable to be located.

Questions have arisen recently regarding payments associated with Consortia employees retiree and health benefits with 
CalPERS.  Also, staff is questioning the amount of expenses which have risen sharply over the past few years.

8 out of 12 counties have paid these employee expenses, and Siskiyou & at least 3 other counties have not  due to 
concerns with payment of CalPers benefits, etc.. These benefits go back to 2012 and average around $700/year for 
Siskiyou. The Consortia will cease paying health insurance benefits, as of the end of the calendar year.

Financial Impact? Yes  Please describe impact, indicate funding source & amount budgeted.  No   Please explain why there is no financial impact.

Definition
 Fund:   
Org:  
Account:  

  Local Preference Purchase
 See attached  

For Contracts only – Vendor Selection Process?  (Please explain how vendor was selected)
 .

Recommended Motion:   
Either:

1. Agree to provide payment to NorthNet for employee benefits, including retiree & health and any other associated costs 
for the Consortia.  Board could consider a maximum amount per year, or some control on this budget?

or

2. Disapprove payment of these benefits and notify NorthNet Consortia of our concerns.
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Other           
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SISKIYOU COUNTY LIBRARY

719 Fourth Street
Yreka, California 96097

(530) 841-4178   FAX: (530) 842-7001

MICHAEL PERRY, COUNTY LIBRARIAN
mperry@co.siskiyou.ca.us

October 28, 2014

Siskiyou County Library currently provides the following library services through its 
participation in the North State Library (and because North State is a member the larger 
NorthNet library consortia):

 Koha Library Catalog – to host and allow public access to our collection.  
o $14,500 per year  (FY 14/15)

 Overdrive – the Library’s e-book/e-audiobook online catalog
o $1,624 per year (FY 14/15)

 Library databases – access to online services such as Chilton and Testing & Education 
Reference Center

o $1,827 per year (FY 14/15)
 Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) – providing staff access to other library catalogs 

to help process our material and Inter-Library loan services
o $8,135 per year (FY 14/15)

 Membership Dues – cost for administrating and operating the consortia
o $874 per year (FY 14/15)

 CalPERS – retirement costs for past consortia employees.  North State and NorthNet 
don’t have active employees anymore with no additional CalPERS obligation that the 
consortia are taking on.  Current fiscal and administration handled through contractors.

o ~$600 per year (FY 14/15)

All library service, membership and CalPERS costs are discussed and set by the members of the 
consortia.  Siskiyou County Library benefits from its participation as the number of member 
libraries helps to negotiate prices down and keep many of the services available to many of the 
rural systems.

These current services are not meant to be an exclusive list.  Additional services may be added 
or replace as technology and other resources become available online or are more easily 
disseminate to patrons.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Perry


